	GUIDE UKM
REGISTRATION AS A BRITISH CITIZEN - A GUIDE FOR CERTAIN PERSONS BORN BEFORE 1983 TO BRITISH MOTHERS
This guide and the application form UKM are for certain people born between 1961 and 1983 to mothers who were citizens of the United Kingdom and Colonies at the time of the birth.
The guide will help you to decide whether you are eligible for registration, and tells you how to apply.
The law covering registration is set out in the British Nationality Act 1981 and the regulations made under it. The information given here is meant only as a brief guide to the law and to the Home Secretary's policy. It is not a comprehensive statement of either the law or the policy.
If you have any questions (and are in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland), please write to or telephone:
Home Office IND
Immigration & Nationality Policy Directorate
3rd Floor, India Buildings
Water Street
Liverpool
L2 0QN
Telephone: 0151-237 5200
If you are outside England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland, you should contact:
· the Lieutenant-Governor, if you are in the Channel Islands or Isle of Man; 

· the Governor, if you are in a British overseas territory; 

· the nearest British Consulate or High Commission, if you are elsewhere. 

Please quote Immigration & Nationality Directorate (IND) reference numbers from any previous applications or correspondence.
You can find information about a range of United Kingdom nationality and immigration requirements on this website
WHAT THIS GUIDE CONTAINS
1. explain the requirements you have to meet and the citizenship you will acquire if your application is successful.  Check that you meet the requirements before you apply.
2. give some notes on completing the application form.
3. tell you what documents you should send in with the form.
4. tell you where to send the form and what will happen after you have sent it in.
5. contain notes explaining some terms used in this guide.
 

1. THE REQUIREMENTS YOU HAVE TO MEET AND THE CITIZENSHIP YOU WILL ACQUIRE IF YOUR APPLICATION IS SUCCESSFUL
The requirements
1. You will be entitled to registration if:
· you were born after 7 February 1961 but before 1 January 1983; 

and
· you were born to a mother who was a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies at the time and you would have been a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies by descent if it had been possible for women to pass on citizenship of the United Kingdom and Colonies to their children in the same way as men could; and 
· had you been a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies, you would have had the right of abode in the United Kingdom and would have become a British citizen on 1 January 1983.
Notes:
A. You will meet the second requirement if at the time of your birth:
(a) your mother was a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies either:
· by birth, legal adoption, naturalisation or registration in the United Kingdom and Colonies; or 

· by birth, before 1 January 1949, in a British protectorate, protected state or United Kingdom trust territory; or 

(b) your mother was, at the time of your birth, a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies and:
(i) you were born, or your mother was born, in a British protectorate, protected state, mandated territory or trust territory or in any foreign place in which British subjects came under British extraterritorial jurisdiction; or
(ii) you were born in a non-Commonwealth country and your birth was registered, within one year of its occurrence, at a British consulate; or
(iii) your mother was in Crown service under the United Kingdom government at the time of your birth; or
(iv) you were born in a Commonwealth country whose citizenship law had been the subject of an order under section 32(8) of the British Nationality Act 1948, but did not become a citizen of that country at birth.
B. You will meet the third requirement if:
(i) your mother was, at the time of your birth, a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies by birth, legal adoption, naturalisation or registration (except registration on the basis of a marriage on or after 28 October 1971 to a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies) in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands or Isle of Man; or
(ii) one of your mother's parents (the definition of “parent” here excludes the father, but includes the mother, of an illegitimate child) was a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies in the way mentioned in (i) above at the time of her birth; or
(iii) you were settled in the United Kingdom before 1983 and had, at that time, been ordinarily resident there for the last 5 years or more; or
(iv) you are a woman who, before 1 January 1983, was or had been married to a man with the right of abode in the United Kingdom.
The citizenship you will acquire
2. All successful applicants will become British citizens by descent. As a British citizen by descent you will not normally be able to pass on British citizenship to any children born outside British territory.
 

2. FILLING IN THE APPLICATION FORM
3. Please ensure that your names and other particulars on the form are written clearly and in BLOCK LETTERS using black or blue-black ink. Problems can arise if the information you give is difficult to read or is incorrect. Also, please make sure that the information you give on the application form is correct before you make the application. (It is a criminal offence to give false information knowingly or recklessly). If your application is successful, your names and some other particulars will go on your certificate of registration and can only be changed in exceptional circumstances.
4. Information you give us will be treated in confidence, but may be disclosed to other Government Departments and agencies, local authorities and the police to enable them to carry out their functions. We may also consult some of these organisations with the information when carrying out enquiries concerning your application.
Parts 1 to 7 - Applicant/agent/parent details
5. These sections must be completed in all cases as fully as possible. If you are applying at the same time as your husband or wife, you should each complete separate application forms.
Parts 8 to 11 - Details of maternal grandparent(s)/husband/residence in the United Kingdom
6. These sections only need to be completed where relevant (see Note B in Part 1 of this guide as well as paragraphs 12 to 14 in Part 3).
7. If an agent (e.g. solicitor) is representing you, and you wish all correspondence to go through your agent, please put the name, address and telephone number in Part 5. Unless you are being represented by a private individual, it is the agent's business name, telephone number, etc., which you should put here.
Notes:
(i) Immigration or nationality advisers and service providers acting in the course of a business (whether paid or unpaid) are regulated by the Office of the Immigration Services Commissioner (OISC). The provision of such advice is prohibited unless a person works for an organisation registered with the OISC or is authorised to practise (like solicitors and barristers) by a designated professional body.
(ii) Certain categories (e.g. public health bodies) are exempted from the regulatory scheme by Ministerial Order.
(iii) It is a criminal offence to provide advice or services in contravention of the regulatory scheme.
(iv) Further information about the regulatory scheme can be obtained from: 
Office of the Immigration Services Commissioner
6th Floor
Fleetbank House
2-6 Salisbury Square
London
EC4Y 8JX
Tel 020 7211 1500
Fax 020 7211 1553
Part 12 - Declaration
8. When you have filled in the form, sign and date the declaration. AN UNDECLARED APPLICATION WILL NOT BE VALID.
 

3. WHAT YOU SHOULD SEND IN WITH THE FORM
Fees
9. These are set out in the separate fees leaflet. The fee must be sent with the application form.
Documentary evidence that (had the law been different) you would have been a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies.
10. Please send the following documents:
· Your passport; and 

· Your full birth certificate; and 

· Your mother's full birth certificate; and either 

· Her certificate of naturalisation or registration as a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies (or, before 1 January 1949, as a British subject); or 

· Papers showing her legal adoption; or 

· Her expired citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies passport; 

11. If your mother was a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies by descent, and was in Crown service under the United Kingdom government at the time of your birth, please also send evidence of that service.
Documentary evidence that (had the law been different and had you been a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies) you would have had the right of abode and would have become a British citizen.
12. The evidence requested in paragraph 10 may be enough to establish this.  You only need to send additional evidence if your circumstances are as described in paragraph 13 or 14.
13. If, at the time of your birth, your mother was not a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies by birth, adoption, naturalisation or (as explained in the Notes in Part 1 of this Guide) registration in the United Kingdom, the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man, but one of her parents was such a citizen at that time, you will need to send the following evidence of this:
· Her parents' marriage certificate; 

· Her father's or (as appropriate) mother's birth certificate; 

· Her father's or (as appropriate) mother's certificate of naturalisation or registration as a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies (or, before 1 January 1949, as a British subject) 

14. If, at the time of your birth, your mother was not a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies by birth, adoption, naturalisation or (as explained in the Notes in Part 1 of this Guide) registration in the United Kingdom, the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man, and neither of her parents was such a citizen at that time, you will need to send the following evidence:
· Passports, P60s, details of National Insurance contributions, DSS claims, employers' letters showing that you were ordinarily resident in the United Kingdom for a continuous period of 5 years before 1 January 1983 and were settled in the United Kingdom at the end of that period; or
  
· If you are a woman who was married at any time before 1 January 1983 to a man with the right of abode in the United Kingdom, your marriage certificate and evidence of that husband's right of abode, e.g. passport or United Kingdom birth certificate. 

15. Please provide any translations if these are applicable. Send original documents - photocopies are not acceptable.
 

4. WHERE TO SEND THE APPLICATION AND WHAT HAPPENS NEXT
16. If you are in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland, you should send the form with the fee and supporting documents to:
Home Office IND
Integrated Casework Directorate (Nationality)
Casework Support Unit
PO Box 12
Liverpool
L69 2UX
· If you are in the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man, you should send them to the Lieutenant-Governor. 

· If you are in a British overseas territory, you should send them to the Governor. 

· If you are elsewhere, you should send them to the nearest British Consulate or Embassy or High Commission. 

17. You must make your application as explained above. You may not send your application direct to the Home Office if you are outside the United Kingdom, even if you normally live there. By law, the date of your application will be the date on which it is received by the local British government representative as shown above, not the date on which you send it. It is not advisable to post your application as you are about to leave the country or British overseas territory, because it may not be received before your departure. In these circumstances your application will not be valid.
Enquiries
18. The Integrated Casework Directorate deals with enquiries about applications once they are made. It does not deal with general enquiries. The address and telephone number for general enquiries about registration is at the beginning of this guide.
Changes after you send in your form
19. The declaration in Part 12 of the application form includes a promise that you will tell the Home Secretary if there are any changes which affect the accuracy of any of the details you put on the form. It is important to do this while your application is being considered. It may remind you to do this if you keep a copy of your application form.
After you have sent in your application
Further enquiries
20. You may be asked to supply further documents or information and, if so, you will be expected to do this within a reasonable time. Failure to send these documents or this information by the given date may result in our being unable to register you. If you are having difficulty in providing any documents or information requested, you should notify the office where you made your application at once.
Waiting Times
21. Waiting times vary, and current information can be obtained either in writing or by telephone from the Immigration and Nationality Policy Directorate (whose address is shown at the front of this Guide).
22. Applicants outside England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland should contact the offices where they have made their applications.
Effect on rights of applicants in this country
23. The length of time applicants have to wait before a decision is reached will not affect their existing rights in the United Kingdom.
Oath of Allegiance
24. If your application is successful and you are not a citizen of a country of which Her Majesty is Queen, you will be asked to take an oath of allegiance. Full instructions on taking the oath will be sent to you.
Certificate of Registration
25. If your application is successful, you will be sent a certificate of registration, which can be used to obtain a British citizen passport. An unsuccessful applicant will receive a letter explaining why registration has not been possible. If an application is unsuccessful, or is withdrawn before a decision is taken, the fee paid will be retained to cover processing costs.
NB. Place and country of birth names shown on the certificate will be names in current acceptable use (and will be in English where English versions exist).
26. Registration will only be effective in relation to the person whose particulars are entered in the Home Office register, as evidenced by the certificate. It will not have the effect of conferring British citizenship on any other person.
Deprivation of citizenship
27. Citizenship may be withdrawn if it is found to have been obtained by fraud, false representation or the concealment of any material fact. The registration will also be null and void if it was obtained by impersonation.
 

5. NOTES
1. United Kingdom means:
· England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man; and 

· the Republic of Ireland at a time when it formed part of the United Kingdom (that is to say, before 31 March 1922); and 

· (in relation to birth) a ship or aircraft registered in the United Kingdom or an unregistered ship or aircraft of the Government of the United Kingdom. 

2. Parent includes:
· the adoptive parents of a child who has been legally adopted (see Note 3) 

3. Legal adoption means adoption by order of a court in the United Kingdom and Islands (i.e. the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man) or in any country specified by the Secretary of State under section 72(2) of the Adoption Act 1976.
These countries and territories are currently:
Anguilla
Australia
Austria
Bahamas
Barbados
Belgium
Belize
Bermuda
Botswana
British Virgin Islands
Canada
Cayman Islands
China
Cyprus (Rep)
Denmark
Dominica
Fiji
Finland
France
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Guyana
Hong Kong
Iceland
Ireland (Rep)
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Kenya
Lesotho
Luxembourg
Malawi
Malaysia
Malta
Mauritius
Montserrat
Namibia
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nigeria
Norway
Pitcairn
Portugal
Seychelles
Singapore
South Africa
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Christopher & Nevis
St. Vincent
Surinam
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Tanzania
Tonga
Trinidad & Tobago
Turkey
Uganda
USA
Yugoslavia
Zambia
A child of any nationality who was adopted in the United Kingdom on or after 1 January 1950, or in the Channel Islands or Isle of Man after 1 April 1959, automatically became a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies on his adoption if the adoptive father (or adoptive mother, if she was the sole adopter) was a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies at the time of the adoption.
4. Registration in the United Kingdom includes registration at the High Commission of an independent Commonwealth country.
It does not include:
· registration under section 6(2) of the British Nationality Act 1948 (registration on the grounds of marriage to a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies) if the marriage took place after 28.10.71; or
  
· registration under section 7 of the British Nationality Act 1948 (registration of minors) at a High Commission after 28.10.71; or
  
· registration under section 12(6) of the British Nationality Act 1948 at a High Commission. 

5. Settled in the United Kingdom. Before 1 January 1983, this meant being ordinarily resident in the United Kingdom without being subject to any time limit under the immigration laws.
6. Orders under section 32(8) of the British Nationality Act 1948
The following orders were made under section 32(8) of the 1948 Act:
Australia 
Citizenship Law (Australia) Order 1949; declaring the Australian citizenship legislation to have come into force on 26 January 1949.
  
Canada 
Citizenship Law (Canada) Order 1948; declaring the Canadian citizenship legislation to have come into force on 1 January 1947.
  
Ceylon
Citizenship (Ceylon) Order 1948; declaring the Ceylonese citizenship legislation to have come into force on 15 November 1948.
  
Newfoundland
Newfoundland (Consequential Provisions) Act 1959 provided that a citizenship law for the purposes of section 32(8) of the British Nationality Act 1948 would be deemed to have been enacted on 1 January 1949.
  
New Zealand
Citizenship Law (New Zealand) Order 1949; declaring the New Zealand citizenship legislation to have come into force on 1 January 1949.
  
South Africa
Citizenship Law (Union of South Africa) Order 1949; declaring the South African citizenship legislation to have come into force on 2 September 1949.
  
Southern Rhodesia        
Citizenship Law (Southern Rhodesia) Order 1950; declaring the Southern Rhodesian citizenship legislation to have come into force on 1 January 1950.
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